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recovered from his humiliation, and inflicted a severe
defeat on the Emperor near Varna. But internal
discord marred the effects of this victory. Many
Slavs migrated from Bulgaria to Asia Minor; civil
wars raged in the land ; the old line of Bulgarian
princes disappeared, and a youth named Telec was
chosen ruler. This was Constantine's opportunity;
he utterly routed the Bulgarian army ; the captives
were carried off to grace his triumph at Constanti-
nople and butchered before the Golden Gate ; Telec
himself fell beneath the blows of his own infuriated
subjects. Complete confusion followed; the Bul-
garians, divided into rival camps, seemed to the
Emperor an easy prey. He marched onccs more into
their country and laid many of their villages in ashes.
But the advent of Cerig, a strong and crafty prince,
prevented the incorporation of Bulgaria with the
Empire. By a cunning trick, he obtained from Con-
stantine the name of every traitor in the land, and
at once put them all to death. His successor ex-
torted an annual tribute from the Empress Irene and
restored the influence of his race.

A still more powerful prince now mounted the
throne. The name of Krum was long remembered
as that of the strongest and most bloodthirsty of
these old Bulgarian chiefs; for, in the phrase of
Gibbon, he u could boast an honour, which had
hitherto been appropriated to the Goths, that of
slaying in battle one of the successors of Augustus
and Constantine." It was Krum's capture of Sofia,
the present capital of Bulgaria, from the Eastern
Empire in 809, which led to this memorable event.